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October 5.1992

TO: Wayne Hedberg, Permit Supervisor

FROM: Holland Shepherd, Senior Reclamation Speciatlst |]U#'

RE: Division Reclamation of SM/Silver Reef Mine. M/053/002. Washington
Countv. Utah

Based on our recent inspection of the 5M site and my reading of the July
1992EPA report on 5M (see attached), I recommend postponing reclamation of the site

until further information and coordination with EPA is implemented.

It appears that EPA is becoming more interested in the site as something
which "potentially represents an ecological risk". Apparently, they have propolg{lo.
perform a more in-d-epth assessment of the hazardous material found onsite. If EPA
eventually takes action to mitigate the hazards on site, our meager efforts may prove

futile and/or may act to hinder EPA's efforts (covering up material, which would be

better removed to a licensed landfill).

During our last visit at the site on September 24, 1992" Larry Gore of the

BLM, indicated that a portion of the leach pad and staging area trespassed onto federal
ground. If this is the case, federal dollars may be available to help in the clean-up.

By waiting and working with the EPA and the BLM and consolidating our

financial resources, we would no doubt achieve much better reclamation and mitigation
on this site, in the long run. In going ahead on our own, we would achieve only bandaid
reclamation of the site.
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